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Board of Directors (2016)

Kate Pflaumer, President 
Former US Attorney (Western District of WA)

Peter Ackroyd, Vice President
Construction Management Consultant

Jonathan McKee, Secretary
Professional Sailor

Karen Cameron, Treasurer
Controller, Madrona Venture Group
Controller, Montlake Capital
Vice President, Northwest Protective Service

Janette Brimmer
Attorney at Law, Earthjustice

Ross Chambers
Medic One Foundation
Harborview Medical Center – Burn Unit

Denis Cook
Financial Consultant

Mark Dickison
Owner & CEO, Trifilm Production

Andy Foster
Community Patron

Jonathan Frodge, PhD
Stormwater Scientist and Limnologist

Matt Humphrey
Independent Business Owner

Matt Johnson
Editor, RealSelf.com, Avvo.com

Ned Johnson
Retired, Architect

Alana Knaster 
Project Manager, Bill and Melinda Gates Fdn

Mike Mondello
President & CEO, SeaBear Company

Tom Putnam
Principal, Putnam Films, Inc.

Megan Shay
Broker, John L. Scott Real Estate

Walt Tabler
Retired, Puget Sound Pilots

Eric von Brandenfels
Pilot, Puget Sound Pilots

Current Staff (2017)

Julie Angell
Operations Director

Amelia Apfel
Communications Manager 

Alyssa Barton
Policy Analyst & Executive Coordinator

Kathryn Davis
Stewardship Manager 

Paul Fredrickson 
Boat Skipper & Patrol Coordinator 

Andy Gregory 
Pollution Prevention Director 

Sue Joerger 
Field Director 

Alena Kelleher
Administrative Assistant

Katelyn Kinn
Staff Attorney

Teresa Nelson
Development Director

Sophia Ressler
Assistant Staff Attorney

Connie Sullivan 
Science & Education Coordinator

Erica Underwood
Development Coordinator 

Chris Wilke
Soundkeeper and Executive Director

Special thank you to our 2016-2017 
AmeriCorps Volunteer Kerry McGowan

Welcome 2017-2018 AmeriCorps 
Volunteer Hillary Sanders



On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of Puget 
Soundkeeper, I’d like to thank you for helping us protect 
the waters of Puget Sound. Together we have accomplished 
so much, with hundreds of on-water patrols, citizen 
enforcement victories, precedent-setting policy leadership, 
thousands of volunteer stewardship hours and innovative 
educational projects — all to monitor, clean up and prevent 
pollution sources.      

Last year, with your help, Soundkeeper:
• Monitored for pollution: Patrolled Puget Sound by boat and kayak, conducted field 
investigations to identify pollution problems and responded to pollution incidents. 
• Cleaned up harmful marine debris: Removed thousands of pounds of marine debris 
with over 2,200 volunteers during cleanup events from Bellingham to Olympia, and 
expanded our role as Puget Sound Coordinator for the International Coastal Cleanup.
• Strengthened water protection policies: Soundkeeper and partners won a long-
standing case to better protect fish consumers statewide, making our water quality 
standards 25-times stronger to limit toxic chemicals like PCBs and mercury.
• Stopped illegal pollution: Successfully resolved seven major citizen Clean Water Act 
cases, tackling persistent pollution sources with proven solutions, while directing over 
$1 million to third-party environmental benefit projects to mitigate the damage.
• Moved forward on voluntary solutions: Certified the 75th Clean Marina through our 
award-winning statewide Clean Marina Washington program.

Puget Sound is a national treasure and we are united in our will to protect its waters. 
Although we have more work to do and the challenges ahead are great, thanks to you 
we are stronger than ever, with our largest, most talented staff yet and an engaged 
corps of volunteers. We could not do this without you. Thank you for your generous 
support of this critically important work.
 

Chris Wilke
Puget Soundkeeper and Executive Director   

PS: Our work is local, but it goes beyond our shores. Puget Soundkeeper is helping to 
lead a network of 340 licensed Waterkeepers world-wide, each one passionately focused 
on protecting swimmable, drinkable and fishable waters in their local watershed.

Message from the Executive Director





Secured 8 enforceable Clean Water 
Act settlements holding polluters 
accountable for protecting our shared 
waterways

$1,321,000 directed to 
environmental benefit projects to 
restore and mitigate damage from 
pollution

95 million gallons of industrial 
stormwater controlled

2016 Highlights 

ENFORCING 
CLEAN WATER 
PROTECTIONS

COMMUNITY 
STEWARDSHIP 
OF OUR SHARED 
WATERS

SPOTTING 
AND STOPPING 

POLLUTION

2,303 volunteers working year-
round to protect the Puget Sound 
watershed

52 community cleanups on water and 
on land

22,056 pounds of plastic and 
other marine trash removed from 
shorelines, streams, lakes and rivers 
around Puget Sound

99 boat, canoe and kayak patrols of 
Puget Sound waterways

306 sites observed for compliance 
with the Clean Water Act

74 pollution reports from community 
members reported, documented and 
resolved  



2016 Highlights 

A federal judge agrees with Soundkeeper 
and other plaintiffs that the EPA was 
derelict in failing to finalize a revised 
fish consumption rate and new, more 
protective water quality standards for 
Washington State. After more than six 

years of fighting for updated standards 
to protect public health and waterways, 
Washington communities are now better 

protected against toxic pollution. 

The Lummi Nation wins a tremendous 
victory for treaty rights and the Salish Sea 
as the Army Corps of Engineers denies 
a permit to build Gateway Pacific, the 
largest coal terminal in North America 

at Cherry Point just north of Bellingham. 
Soundkeeper’s members supported 

the Lummi by testifying and writing to 
senators and representatives to demand 

protection for our shared waters.  

“Our food and water must be safe and free of toxic chemicals 
that cause harm to our health.” — Chris Wilke, Puget Soundkeeper

Soundkeeper Stewardship Manager 
Kathryn Davis facilitates over 25 cleanups 

as part of the International Coastal 
Cleanup. Soundkeeper works with 

the Ocean Conservancy every year to 
coordinate cleanups in the Puget Sound 

watershed as part of ICC, the largest 
volunteer effort worldwide to remove 

marine debris from waterways. 
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Income					     $1,188,230
Program Expenses				    $812,440
Management and General Expenses		 $40,331
Fundraising Expenses			   $181,160
Net Assets					     $154,299

EXPENSES
43.1% Soundkeeper Program

11.8% Outreach Program

23.7% Pollution Prevention 
Program

3.9% Management and 
General

17.5% Fund Development

INCOME
41.9% Foundation Support

17.5% Business and Corporate 
Support

15.8% Individual Support

1.6% Government Grants

0.5% EarthShare Income

11.5% Special Events Net 
Income

11.3% Interest and Other 
Income

2016 Financials 

Puget Soundkeeper
130 Nickerson Street, Ste 107, Seattle, WA 98109

www.pugetsoundkeeper.org, 206-297-7002

Soundkeeper is a registered trademark and service mark of Soundkeeper, Inc. and is licensed for use herein. 




